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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 0393 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, RH BC US 

SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION REGARDING SECRETARY'S 
COMMENTS ON RHODESIA 

REF: GABORONE 369 

1 . DURING A GENERAL DISCUSSION WITH SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CHARLES TIBONE, HE REFERRED TO THE STATEMENT MADE BY SECRETARY 
ON RHODESIA TO THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE AND RE- 
CENTLY PASSED TO MINISTER MOGWE (REFTEL). TIBONE HAS JUST RETURNED 
FROM PERSONAL BUSINESS AT HOME AND SAID THAT HE HAS NOT BEEN 
THOROUGHLY BRIEFED ON THE CURRECT BOTSWANA 
POSITION ON RHODESIA. HOWEVER, HE SUGGESTED THAT A PERSONAL 
BASIS HE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A COMMENT ON THE AMERICAN STATE- 
MENT. 
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2. HE SAID HE RECOGNIZED THE VALUE OF THE CALL FOR MAJORITY 
RULE AND THE OFFER BY THE UNITED STATES TO USE ITS "INFLUENCE" TO 
ASSIST IN GAINING MAJORITY RULE. HOWEVER. MOST AFRICAN'S 

DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE INTENT OF THE STATEMENT. THEY FOCUS ON 
THE SECOND HALF REFERRING TO THE CUBANS AND INTERPRET THAT TO 
MEAN THAT THE UNITED STATES IS MOVING TOWARD SUPPORT OF THE 
MINORITY REGIME IN RHODESIA AGAINST THE BLACK LIBERATION FORCES 
AND THEIR POTENTIAL CUBAN ALLIES. HE SAID THAT THIS IS SO BECAUSE 
THE STATEMENT MAKES NO REFERENCE TO THE ANC OR OTHER INDEPEN- 
DENCE MOVEMENTS AND NO STATEMENT OF INTENTION TO SUPPORT THEM 
IN THEIR EFFORT. IN HIS VIEW, THE FORMULATION BY THE ABSENCE OF 
THIS ELEMENT WEAKENS THE STAND OF AFRICANS WHO WOULD PREFER NOT 
TO SEE CUBAN INTERFERENCE, BY GIVING THEM NO ALTERNATIVE. HE 
ADDED THAT AFRICAN PUBLIC OPINION NOW TENDS TO SUPPORT THE CUBANS 
AS ALLIES OF THE LIBERATION FORCES, AS CONTRASTED TO THE OPPOSITION 
TO CUBAN SUPPORT OF A MINORITY FORCE IN ANGOLA, AND IS THEREFORE 
PRONE TO SEE THE UNITED STATES AS ALLIES OF THE RHODESIAN 
MINORITY REGIME. 

3. TIBONE SAID IT IS NOT TOO LATE FOR THE UNITED STATES TO MODIFY 
THIS VIEW. WHAT IS REQUIRED IS A CONCRETE AND EXPLICIT STATE- 
MENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE ANC IN ITS EFFORTS TO OBTAIN MAJORITY 
RULE RATHER THAN AN ABSTRACT REFERENCE TO SUPPORT FOR MAJORITY 
RULE ITSELF. 

THOMSEN 
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